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Abstract

The Indian Parliament is a central institution of the country's constitutional and
democratic system. It performs legislative, representative, financial, deliberative, and
accountability functions and provides a national forum for addressing public concerns.
Parliament consists of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha, which together participate in law-
making and the scrutiny of government. Parliamentary questions, debates, motions,
committees, and financial procedures provide mechanisms for examining executive
action and public expenditure. This paper examines nine major dimensions of the
functions and importance of the Indian Parliament, including legislation, representation,
financial control, executive accountability, deliberation, committee work, constitutional
responsibilities, federal representation, and contemporary challenges.
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Introduction

The Parliament of India occupies a central position in the country's parliamentary
democracy. It provides a constitutional forum in which representatives participate in
legislation, public debate, financial decisions, and scrutiny of government policies.
Parliament consists of the President and two Houses, the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.
The Lok Sabha represents citizens through direct elections, while the Rajya Sabha
represents the states and union territories within the constitutional framework.

The importance of Parliament extends beyond the enactment of laws. Its functions
include representing diverse interests, examining government actions, approving public
expenditure, discussing national issues, and supporting constitutional governance.

This paper examines the principal functions of the Indian Parliament and explains why
these functions are important for democratic accountability, representation, and effective
governance.
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1. Legislative Function and Law-Making

One of Parliament's most important functions is the consideration and enactment of
legislation within its constitutional powers. Bills are introduced, debated, examined, and
passed according to established parliamentary procedures.

Legislative debate provides members with opportunities to examine proposed laws and
consider their social, economic, administrative, and constitutional implications.
Parliamentary committees may also undertake detailed examination of bills.

Effective law-making helps establish legal frameworks for public administration and
national policy while allowing competing political perspectives to be considered.

2. Representative Function of Parliament

Parliament represents the political interests of India's diverse population and federal
structure. Members of the Lok Sabha represent constituencies, while members of the
Rajya Sabha represent states and wunion territories according to constitutional
arrangements.

Members can raise matters affecting their constituencies, regions, communities, and
national interests. Representation provides a channel through which citizens' concerns
can enter national political debate.

A representative Parliament therefore helps connect government decision-making with
the experiences and expectations of citizens.

3. Financial Functions and Control over Public Expenditure

Parliament has important constitutional responsibilities concerning taxation, government
expenditure, and public finance. The Union Budget and related financial proposals are
presented to Parliament and considered through prescribed procedures.

Parliamentary approval of expenditure provides legislative control over the use of public
resources. Financial committees, including the Public Accounts Committee, contribute to

scrutiny of government expenditure and financial administration.

Financial oversight promotes accountability and helps ensure that public funds are used
according to authorized purposes.
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4. Control and Accountability of the Executive

The parliamentary system requires the Council of Ministers to remain accountable to the
Lok Sabha. Parliament provides several mechanisms through which members can
scrutinize government actions.

Questions, debates, motions, discussions, and committee examinations enable members
to seek information and raise concerns about policies and administration. These
mechanisms bring executive actions into parliamentary and public view.

Executive accountability is essential because it helps ensure that government authority is
exercised within constitutional and democratic frameworks.

5. Deliberative Function and Public Debate

Parliament provides a national forum for discussion of important political, economic,
social, security, and constitutional issues. Members representing different parties and
regions can present competing viewpoints.

Deliberation can improve public understanding and allow policymakers to examine
alternatives before decisions are finalized. Parliamentary debate can also draw public
attention to issues that may otherwise receive limited institutional attention.

Constructive debate is therefore an important element of democratic decision-making.

6. Role of Parliamentary Committees

Parliamentary committees enable detailed examination of legislation, expenditure,
policies, and administrative matters. Committee work can provide members with more
time and specialized opportunities for scrutiny than are available during general House
proceedings.

Department-related standing committees and financial committees contribute to oversight
and examination of government activities. Committees may consider evidence,
documents, reports, and other relevant information.

Effective committee systems can strengthen legislative scrutiny and improve the quality
of parliamentary oversight.

7. Constitutional and Federal Functions

Parliament operates within the constitutional framework and performs functions
connected with constitutional governance. It participates in the constitutional amendment
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process under specified procedures and exercises legislative authority subject to
constitutional limitations.

The Rajya Sabha also has a distinctive role in representing the states at the Union level.
This federal dimension is important in a country with significant regional and political
diversity.

Parliament therefore contributes to both democratic representation and the functioning of
India's constitutional federal system.

8. Importance of Parliament for Democratic Governance

Parliament is important because it provides institutional mechanisms for representation,
law-making, financial control, public debate, and executive accountability. These
functions help distribute political authority and create opportunities for scrutiny.

A functioning Parliament can strengthen democratic legitimacy by providing citizens
with representatives who participate in national decision-making. Parliamentary
transparency and public access to proceedings can further strengthen the relationship
between institutions and citizens.

The effectiveness of Parliament therefore has a direct bearing on the quality of
democratic governance.

9. Challenges and Future Prospects

Parliamentary functioning can face challenges such as disruptions, political polarization,
limited time for detailed legislative scrutiny, complex policy issues, and changing public
expectations. These challenges can affect the quality and efficiency of parliamentary
work.

Future strengthening may involve greater use of committee scrutiny, improved research
and technical support for members, transparent legislative processes, constructive debate,
and wider public understanding of parliamentary procedures.

A strong Parliament requires both effective institutions and responsible participation by

political representatives. Continued institutional improvement can support India's
democratic resilience.
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Diagram
The diagram below summarizes four major functions through which Parliament
contributes to democratic governance.

THE FUNCTIONS AND IMPORTANCE OF THE INDIAN PARLIAMENT
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Figure 1. Simplified overview of the functions and importance of the Indian Parliament.
Conclusion

The Indian Parliament is a foundational institution of representative democracy. Through
law-making, representation, financial control, executive scrutiny, public deliberation,
committee work, and constitutional functions, Parliament performs a wide range of
responsibilities that support democratic governance.

The importance of Parliament depends not only on its constitutional powers but also on
the quality of its procedures, debates, committee scrutiny, transparency, and interaction
with citizens. Effective parliamentary functioning can strengthen accountability and
improve the connection between government and society.

Strengthening legislative research, committee effectiveness, constructive debate,
transparency, and public awareness can enhance the contribution of Parliament to Indian
democracy. A capable and accountable Parliament remains essential to representative and
constitutional government.
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